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Course Description & Syllabus
This course studies a number of Shakespeare plays in relation to the genre they belong to, the theatrical conventions they employ, and the themes they deal with. The texts of the Shakespearean plays are considered as sites of cultural production where certain ways of thinking about the world and human relationships are endorsed, impeded, or simply set in conflict. They are thus analyzed not as static entities but in a dialogue with the era that produced them and with later eras that consumed them, especially the late 20th and early 21st century. Thus close textual analyses will be supplemented with references to significant theatrical productions and cinematic interpretations. The main objectives of the course are: (1) to enable students to understand the conditions in which Shakespeare wrote his plays, (2) to help students relate the plays to the early modern period and our post-modern times and (3) relate to the plays on a more personal level through their own ideas, experiences and emotions.
Method of assessment: Student performance is evaluated on the basis of the final (written) exam, optional oral presentations and class participation. Students are strongly encouraged to engage in class discussions, elearning forums etc. This participation will be taken into account and will be rewarded with a “bonus”—0.5-1.0 grade added to the grade of the final exam. Students may also choose to write a research paper on an approved topic. However, the research paper option cannot become a substitute for the final exam, which the student must pass, if the research paper is to count in the final grade. 

Book to be given: Richard II and Macbeth (the New Cambridge Shakespeare editions).
Required primary reading
King Lear (in the Norton Anthology of English Literature, Volume B)

 The play can also be downloaded from the Folger Shakespeare Library website, which also offers a wealth of information on Shakespeare and his works, and it is well worth exploring: https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/king-lear/?_ga=2.22395515.1314627869.1613929551-218188886.1613929551
The original text, a modern version of it, synopses, glossary etc. can be found in: https://www.shakespeareswords.com/Public/Play.aspx?WorkId=11
Richard II  (distributed to students in the course of the semester)
The play can be downloaded from the Folger Shakespeare Library website, which also offers a wealth of information on Shakespeare and his works, and it is well worth exploring: https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/richard-ii/?_ga=2.261594829.1314627869.1613929551-218188886.1613929551
The original text together with a modern version of it, synopses, glossary etc. can be found in: https://www.shakespeareswords.com/Public/Play.aspx?Content=Text&WorkId=22&Scene=1&Act=1&Line=1
Macbeth (distributed to students in the course of the semester) 

The play can also be downloaded from the Folger Shakespeare Library website: https://shakespeare.folger.edu/shakespeares-works/macbeth/download/
The original text, a modern version of it, synopses, glossary etc. can be found in: https://www.shakespeareswords.com/Public/Play.aspx?WorkId=13
Secondary reading 
A list of additional secondary sources will be available on the e-learning platform. Several important books have also been placed on reserve in the departmental library.

